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1  >  U  E  L  L I  N  G. 


GENESIS,  xlix.  7. 

CURSED  BE  THEIR  AN«ER,  FOR  IT  WAS  FIERCE  j    AND  THEIR  WRATH,  FOR 

IT  WAS  CRUEL." 


These  words  are  remarkable,  as  referring  to  an  event  in  the 
Jewish  history,  which  may  be  termed  "  an  affair  of  honor."  The 
patriarch  Jacob  had  an  only  daughter,  the  darling-  of  his  heart  and 
the  delight  of  his  eyes,  whose  beauty  and  playfulness  appear  to 
have  been  such  as  to  captivate  the  hearts  of  the  surrounding  youth. 
When  Jacob  came  to  reside  in  Shalem,  the  lord  of  the  soil  had  a 
son,  of  ungoverned  passions  but  of  generous  manners,  who,  becom- 
ing enamoured  of  Dinah,  was  the  agent  of  her  dishonour  and  of 
the  humiliation  of  her  house.  Struck  with  remorse  at  the  crime  he 
had  committed,  and  anxious  to  remove  the  stigma  he  had  cast 
upon  his  mistress  and  her  family,  Shechem  proposes  the  only 
reparation  which  is  now  in  his  power,  viz.  to  cover  the  reproach 
of  the  damsel  by  legitimate  marriage,  and  to  make  the  largest  pe- 
cuniary settlements  upon  her  relatives  and  herself.  To  her  father 
and  her  brothers  he  says,  "Let  me  find  grace  in  your  eyes,  and  what 
ye  shall  say  unto  me  I  will  give.  Ask  me  never  so  much  dowry 
and  gift,  and  I  will  give  according  as  ye  shall  say  unto  me ;  but 
give  me  the  damsel  to  wife."  The  intentions  of  the  young  man, 
approved  of  by  the  parents  on  both  sides,  and  seemingly  concurred 
in  by  the  brethren  of  Dinah,  are  deferred  for  a  season,  at  the  instance 
of  the  latter,  under  the  pretext  of  religion.     Meantime  a  conspiracy 
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is  formed,  advantage  is  taken  of  the  confidence  of  Shechem  and  his 
famil}',  and  in  an  unsuspecting  hour  "  Simeon  and  Levi  took  each 
man  his  sword,  and  came  upon  the  city,  and  slew  all  the  males. 
And  they  killed  Hamor  and  Shechem  his  son  with  the  edge  of  the 
sword;  and  took  Dinah  out  of  Sheebem's  house,  and  went  out; 
because  he  had  defiled  their  sister." 

If  there  is  one  invasion  of  social  harmony  which  more  than  another 
calls  for  vengeance  upon  the  aggressor,  perhaps  it  is  that  whereby 
female  weakness  and  simplicity  are  betrayed  to  the  designs  of  a 
voluptuous  intriguer ;  and  if  there  was  ever  a  period  in  the  world's 
history  when  the  summary  and  extreme  punishment  of  social  trans- 
gression might  be  vindicated,  it  was  at  the  time  when  the  infancy 
of  government  put  mankind  upon  the  necessity  of  self-defence  and 
self-protection.  Reason  and  religion,  however,  forbid  that  any 
offender  should  be  punished  beyond  his  desert ;  and  much  more 
that  the  cause  of  justice  should  be  maintained  by  hypocrisy  and 
fraud.  Though  the  conduct  of  Shechem  was  criminal,  it  was  not 
such  as  to  call  for  atonement  by  his  death  ;  or,  if  capital  and  mortal, 
it  did  not  justify  the  massacre  of  his  brethren  and  the  spoliage  of 
their  wealth.  If  the  honour  of  the  house  of  Jacob  was  tarnished 
by  the  folly  of  his  daughter,  its  reputation  was  still  more  injured 
by  his  sons'  revenge.  Whatever  may  be  the  young  men's  feelings  in 
the  often  remembrance  of  their  deed  of  blood,  no  chance  or  change 
can  obliterate  from  the  mind  of  their  father  the  painful  conscious- 
ness of  his  children's  guilt.  Revolving  years  still  leave  the  sting 
of  sorrow  in  his  heart;  and  when  more  than  half  a  century  has  ex- 
pired, and  when  far  removed  from  the  ill-fated  spot,  he  recurs 
again  and  again,  in  the  bitterness  of  his  grief,  to  the  catastrophe 
of  earlier  days. 

On  the  occasion  of  our  text,  the  venerable  Israel  is  exhibited  to 
us,  labouring  under  a  weight  of  years  and  debility,  and  verging 
toward  the  last  abode  of  his  fathers.  With  parental  tenderness 
and  solicitude  he  gathers  round  his  dying  couch  the  long  train 
of  his  sons,  to  pronounce  upon  them  his  final  blessing,  and  to 
counsel  them  in  the  anticipation  of  their  after  lot.  To  the  natural 
anxieties  of  a  father  the  God  of  his  sires  and  of  his  seed  adds  the 


fbresightof  a  prophet;  and  as  he  strengthens  himself  to  sit  up  in 

his  bed,  lie  cries  "  gather  yourselves  together,  ye  sons  of  Jacob, 
that  T  may  tell  you  that  which  shall  befall  you  in  the  last  days." 
Upon  Reuben,  his  firstborn,  whom  Providence  has  blessed  with 
singular  advantages,  he  predicts  the  unhappy  consequences  of  le- 
vity and  folly,  in  his  future  inferiority  among  his  brethren;  and 
utters  an  important  admonition  to  youth  of  every  succeeding  age 
upon  continence  and  virtue.  And  now,  as  he  turns  to  Simeon  and 
Levi,  the  blood  of  the  Shechemites  is  present  to  the  vision  of  his 
mind  ;  the  voice  of  justice  vibrates  on  his  ear,  even  from  the  distant 
fields  of  Canaan;  and  when  the  memory  of  his  sons,  perhaps,  re- 
tains no  trace  oi  the  deed,  his  faithful  tongue  evokes  the  spectre  of 
their  by-gone  crime,  and  pronounces  a  righteous  malediction  on 
their  unhallowed  rage.  The  conscience  of  the  blood-guilty  may 
be  lulled  asleep,  and  justice  seem  to  pause ;  but  in  the  moral 
government  of  the  world  there  is  a  period  at  which  retribution  will 
surely  come  and  rouse  the  callous  culprit  from  hisdream.  a  Curs- 
ed be  their  anger,  for  it  was  fierce ;  and  their  wrath,  for  it  was. 
cruel." 

In  the  adoption  of  these  words  for  the  basis  of  the  present  dis- 
course, they  are  chosen  rather  as  a  motto  than  as  a  text;  and  it  will 
be  our  business  to  improve  it  and  the  melancholy  event  which  has 
brought  us  together,  by  a  somewhat  wider  view  than  the  fierceness, 
the  cruelty,  and  the  cursedness  of  duelling,  to  which  the  passage 
directly  leads. 

Whilst  it  is  an  acknowledged  fact  that  the  practice  of  the  duel 
is  sanctioned  by  the  law  of  public  opinion,  and  that  this  can  neither 
be  controlled  by  civil  institutions  nor  by  the  maxims  of  inspiration, 
we  must  endeavour  by  other  means  to  influence  public  opinion, 
and  bring  it  in  subjection  to  reason  and  humanity,  as  well  as  to  the 
authority  of  God.  Indeed  when  legislators  are  found  to  sanction 
by  example,  practices  which  are  opposed  to  the  statutes  of  the  realm 
and  the  commandments  of  the  Most  High,  it  were  a  bold  under- 
taking which  would  correct  the  popular  licentiousness  of  the  age  by 
the  abstract  reasons  of  law  and  of  religion.  And  though,  my 
friends,  a  minister  of  Christ  must  above  all  things  desire  that  spi- 
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ritual  conversion  of  the  world  which  is  of  the  agency  of  God,  and 
look  on  every  inferior  reformation  as  comparatively  trifling,  he 
should  yet  aim  to  work  that  rational  revolution  of  the  public  morals 
which  may  curtail  the  ostensible  kingdom  of  Satan,  and  limit  the 
temptations  to  infidelity,  licentiousness  and  crime.  It  is  our  present 
design,  therefore,  to  enlist  your  common  sense,  your  sensibilizes, 
and  your  consciences,  against  the  sanguinary  practice  of  which  we 
speak,  whilst  we  trace  the  origin,  describe  the  character,  illustrate 
the  consequences,  and  prescribe  some  means  for  the  abolition  of 
Duelling.     Let  us 

I.  Trace  the  Origin  of  the  Duel. — As  the  child  of  anger  and 
revenge,  it  were  enough  for  a  wise  man  to  be  reminded,  that  from 
human  depravity,  as  the  immediate  source,  this  bloody  monster 
springs;  begotten  of  the  god  of  this  world,  "who  was  a  murderer 
from  the  beginning,"  and  who  "  rules  in  the  hearts  of  the  children 
of  disobedience."    For  ears  polite,  however,  this  language  may  be 
too  quaint,  and  we  take  other  ground.      In  a  civilized  and  chris- 
tian country,  one  might  suppose  that  all  the  ideas  of  honor,  pro- 
priety, and  good  breeding,  would  arise  out  of  the  existing  laws; 
and  as  the  laws  of  every  country  are  based  upon  its  religion,  that 
the  maxims  and  customs  of  society  would  be  compatible  with  the 
religion  of  the  state.    How  wondrous  and  unaccountable  must  it  be 
confessed,  by  those  whose. philosophy  enters  not  into  the  depravity 
and  deceitfulness  of  the  human  heart,  that  the  laws  of  honor  and  the 
customs  of  fashion  in  our  civilized  and  Christian  land  are  in  direct 
opposition  to  those  religious  truths  which  are  an  integral  part  of 
the  constitution;  that  Christian  and  Gentleman  are  terms  of  absolute 
contrariety;  and  that  we  have  drawn  from  rude  and  barbarous 
nations  one  of  the  most  prevailing  practices  of  society.0)  Strange 
it  is,  indeed,  that  a  generation  which  boasts  the  march  of  intellect 
and  the  progress  of  science,  should  recognize  and  sanction  man- 
ners which    naturally  characterised  the  infancy  of  the  govern- 
ments of  the  earth.     In  the  jurisprudence  of  those   early  states, 
it  was  customary  to  decide  civil  questions  and  other  controversies 
by  what  was  called  judicial  combat ;  on  which  occasion  the  accuser 
and  accused  gave  pledges  on  their  behalf  to  the  presiding  judge; 
and  if,  on  the  appointed  day,  one  of  the  parties  fell  in  the  combat. 
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this  was  considered  an  infallible  proof  of  his  guilt.  To  those  who 
believe  in  the  intervention  of  second  causes,  it  will  be  evident  that 
this  was  a  vain  and  superstitious  notion,  worthy  only  of  the  times 
of  ignorance,  which  God  winked  at.  In  after  acres,  it  is  true, 
corrupted  Christianity  retained  the  practice,  and  unequivocally  in- 
culcated the  special  interposition  of  Providence  on  all  such  occa- 
sions; which  led  even  ecclesiastics,  monks,  and  priests,  to  engage 
by  proxy  in  these  fallacious  appeals.  As  the  world  emerged  from 
the  worse  than  Scythian  darkness  of  the  middle  age,  the  temples  of 
Justice  invited  the  complaints  and  redressed  the  wrongs  of  men ; 
and  the  duel  combat  became  comparatively  un frequent  until 
about  300  years  ago,  when  it  was  revived  by  Francis  the  first 
and  the  Emperor  Charles.  It  is  not  necessary  to  state  the  particu- 
lars connected  with  this  imperial  quarrel ;  suffice  it  that  the  person 
who  violates  a  solemn  treaty  is  the  same  who  takes  offence  at  the 
charge  of  inconstancy;  adds  insult  to  injury,  by  loading  his  com- 
plainant with  epithets;  and  seeks  to  screen  the  turpitude  of  his 
infidelity  and  the  shame  of  his  insolence  under  an  affectation  of  cou- 
rage and  a  cartel  of  defiance.  Worthy  examples  these  for  the 
heroes  of  the  Duel, — men  too  often  devoid  of  honor,  honesty,  and 
valour;  whose  villany  first  provokes  the  indignation  of  the  virtuous, 
and  whose  unprincipled  ferocity  or  deliberate  revenge  goads  on  to 
unequal  conflict  the  upright  and  the  brave.  — "My  soul,  come  not 
thou  into  their  secret;  with  their  assembly,  mine  honor,  be  not  thou 
united."  We  shall  now 

II.  Describe  the  Character  of  the  Duel. — It  is  far  from 
our  wish,  to  aggravate  unduly  the  criminality  of  the  practice 
we  deplore ;  to  fix  any  unnecessary  stigma  upon  the  name  of  the 
unhappy  youth  whose  hand  has  been  uplifted  against  the  laws 
of  nature,  of  the  nation,  and  of  God ;  or  to  charge  upon  the  ad- 
vocates of  the  "  laws  of  honor,"  a  wilful  and  designed  perpetra- 
tion of  all  the  evils  identified  with  the  practice  of  the  duel.  But 
our  duty  to  humanity,  to  society,  to  the  God  of  heaven,  to  the  Re- 
deemer of  mankind,  constrains  the  just  delineation  of  its  character. 
Observe  then, 

1 .  It  is  opposed  to  the  suggestions  of  common  sense. — In  so  serious  a 
conflict  as  that  which  risks  the  life-blood  of  a  man,  it  is  the  mostra- 
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tional  of  all  things  that  the  considerations  which  induce  it  should  be 

worthy  of  the  treasure  which  is  pledged.  The  man  who  challenges 
a  duel,  proceeds  upon  the  assumption  of  an  injury  that  may  be 
unreal,  or  if  positive  and  indubitable,  one  that  can  receive  no  atone- 
ment but  in  the  payment  of  a  price  beyond  all  price.  How  often,  in 
truth,  do  offences  and  injuries  arise,  not  from  the  intention  or  even 
inadvertency  of  the  supposed  aggressor,  but  from  the  captiousness 
and  overweening  sensibility  of  him  who  feels  aggrieved.  Even  when 
the  cause  of  quarrel  is  real,  what  equality  can  possibly  exist 
between  a  personal  insult  or  a  temporary  wrong,  and  a  challenge  to 
mortal  strife  ?  Admitting  as  truth,  that  the  injuries  which  origi- 
nate the  duel  are  of  a  nature  intangible  by  common  responsibilities, 
yet  serious  in  their  effect  upon  the  sufferer,  as 

He  who  steals  my  purse,  steals  trash,— 


But  he  who  filches  from  me  my  good  name, 
Robs  me  of  that  which  not  enriches  him, 
And  makes  me  poor  indeed, 

is  this  loss  even  of  reputation  itself,  which  time  and  Providence 
may  yet  redeem,  a  reason  to  justify  that  step  that  would  sacrifice 
at  once,  and  for  ever,  the  reputation  and  the  being  of  a  man  ?  But 
some  one  will  remark,  perhaps,  are  not  the  chances  even  ?  No.  If 
in  truth  "an  affair  of  honor,''  the  offender  will  receive  the  fire, 
and  if  his  combatant  is  dexterous  and  determined,  his  fate  is  sealed. 
Admit  there  are  no  odds,  and  infant  prudence  will  pronounce  him 
aFOOL,  whose  desperate  anger  would  fling  his  life  away,  because 
his  fame  is  wounded.  In  this  he  gives  his  adversary  the  chance 
of  perpetuating,  in  slander  upon  his  tomb,  the  injury  which  he 
feels.  Well  may  we  exclaim,  with  convictions  such  as  these, —  "Oh 
judgment,  thou  art  fled  to  brutish  beasts,  and  men  have  lost  their 
reason !" 

2.  It  is  an  infraction  of  the  law  of  humanity. — The  very  first  and 
strongest  impulse  of  our  nature  is  self-preservation,  and  the  next 
to  this  is  sympathy  with  our  fellow-men.  There  is  no  human 
being  under  heaven  who  feels  not  the  instinctive  effort  to  avoid  the 
place  and  the  means  of  danger;  and  where  natural  feeling  is  un- 
blunted  by  habits  of  cruelty,  there  is  a  natural  desire  to  avert  from 
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6ihers  the  evil  which  is  dreaded  for  one's  self.  He  who  would  be 
thought  to  have  no  cave  of  life,  and  urged  by  pride,  would  "set  his 
being  on  a  die,"  belies  the  sensibilities  of  his  nature,  which  make 
the  life-blood  flutter  in  his  veins,  his  lips  grow  pallid,  and  his 
limbs  to  fail,  as  he  anticipates  the  meeting  he  invoked.  Tell  me 
this  is  the  language  of  timidity.  I  answer  no.  It  is  the  simple 
utterance  of  humanity;  and  he  who  is  a  stranger  to  the  instincts 
from  which  it  flows,  is  a  monster  and  not  a  man.  In  fact,  my 
hearers,  it  is  not  generally  a  recklessness  of  life  which  leads  the 
duellist  to  challenge  or  to  accept  the  message  of  his  foe.  It  is 
that  mixture  of  pride  and  pusillanimity  which  secretly  anticipates 
the  apology  or  rests  on  the  chances  of  escape.  Every  thing,  there- 
fore, which  the  mind  and  feelings  of  humanity  suggest  is  repugnant 
to  this  idol  of  the  mode.     Again  we  remark, 

3.  It  is  rebellion  against  the  civil  government. — There  is  perhaps  no 
possible  case  oi  slander  or  of  injury  to  which  men  are  exposed 
from  the  malignity  of  their  fellows,  for  which  our  nation's  statutes 
make  not  some  provision.  The  laws  of  libel  and  assault,  have  of 
late  years  been  so  minutely  analysed  and  so  extensively  applied, 
that  the  look  awry  or  the  hint  of  scorn  is  almost  enough  to  make 
amenable  to  the  tribunals.  If  cases  may  arise  too  insignificant  or 
dubious  for  judicial  inquiry,  they  are  self-evidently  such  as  forbid 
that  summary  course  which  makes  out  a  positive  breach  of  the 
harmony  and  the  laws  of  the  state ;  and  he  who  is  thus  committed 
becomes  a  rebel  and  a  traitor,  by  wresting  the  sword  from  the  ex- 
ecutive and  disturbing  trie  public  peace. (2)  As  it  respects  the  legal 
character  of  the  duel  itself,  it  may  not  be  out  of  place  to  remind 
the  young  men  of  our  country,  that  it  is  to  all  intents  and  purposes 
a  capital  offence  in  the  eye  of  the  law,  when  the  point  or  the  shot 
takes  effect ;(?)  and  the  proportional  number  of  instances  in  which 
this  is  the  result,  did  our  time  permit  the  calculation,  it  would 
perhaps  be  considered  credulous  to  believe.(4)  Ah,  my  friends, 
whilst  many  of  our  fashionable  and  honorable  men,  speak  with 
indignation  of  those  minor  offences  that  judicial  vigilance  and 
integrity  bring  beneath  the  cognizance  of  the  law,  and  whilst  they 
approve  the  sentence  that  exiles  from  his  country  or  incarcerates 
in  a  dungeon  the  child  of  ignorance  and  strong  temptation,  for  an 
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&ct  of  violence  or  a  breach  of  trust,  how  little  think  they  that  in 
their  favored  circle  they  harbour  some,  whom  the  corruption  of 
authority  or  adventitious  means  have  saved  from  the  gibbet  or  the 
gaoh 

But,  my  friends,  anxious  as  we  are  by  these  inferior  descriptions 
of  the  character  of  duelling,  to  rouse  the  public  mind  and  to  en- 
gage the  public  feelings  in  detestation  and  decrial  of  the  evil,  we 
are  constrained  to  the  employment  of  other  arguments,  in  order  to 
establish  its  turpitude,  and  to  enlist  against  it  your  conscientious 
abhorrence.  Here,  we  are  aware,  our  words  will  be,  to  worldly  and 
to  carnal  minds,  only  as  arrows  at  a  venture ;  but,  after  all  that 
can  be  said,  the  only  real  character  of  this  cruel  Moloch  is  that 
which  it  assumes  when  viewed  in  the  light  of  the  truth  of  the 
Bible,  the  oracles  of  God.     We  therefore  remark  further, 

4.  It  is  an  invasion  of  the  prerogatives  and  the  statutes  of  the 
Almighty.  No  language  can  be  plainer  than  that  which  claims  for 
Jehovah  the  right  to  punish  evil,  either  by  the  direct  visitations  of 
his  anger  or  the  judicial  sentence  of  those  who  are  set  by  him  as 
a  terror  to  evil  doers  and  a  praise  to  such  as  do  well ;  for  "  ven- 
geance is  mine,  I  will  repay,  saith  the  Lord."  It  is  a  self-evident 
truth,  that  no  maxims  of  mankind,  by  whatever  authority  support- 
ed, or  however  extensively  received,  can  invalidate  the  laws  of  God. 
"THOU  SHALT  NOT  KILL!"  is  a  simple  positive  statute  of 
Him  who  is  the  moral  Governor  of  the  world,  which  admits  no  eva- 
sion and  permits  no  excuse.  If  we  read  what  is  said  by  Jehovah,  in 
reference  to  the  manslayer  under  the  Mosaic  dispensation,  we 
shall  be  able  to  form  an  idea,  approaching  to  reality,  of  the  moral 
turpitude  of  duelling.  In  the  book  of  Numbers,  35th  chap, 
from  16th  verse,  speaking  of  cities  of  refuge  and  the  design  of  their 
appointment,  it  is  said,  "  These  shall  be  a  refuge,  that  every  one 
that  killeth  any  person  unawares,  may  flee  thither.  If  he  smite 
him  with  an  instrument  of  iron  so  that  he  die,  he  is  a  murderer: 
the  murderer  shall  surely  be  put  to  death.  And  if  he  smite  him 
with  throwing  a  stone,  wherewith  he  may  die,  and  he  die,  he  is 
a  murderer ;  the  murderer  shall  surely  be  put  to  death.  Or  if  he 
smite  him  with  a  hand  weapon  of  wood,  wherewith  he  may  die, 
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and  he  die,  he  is  a  murderer  ;    the  murderer  shall  surely  be  put  to 
death.     The  revenger  of  blood  himself  shall  slay  the  murderer : 
when  he  meeteth  him  he  shall  slay  him.     But  if  he  thrust  him  of 
hatred,  or  hurl  at  him  by  lying  of  wait  that  he  die,  or  in  enmity 
smite  him  with  his  hand,  that  he  die,  he  that  smote  him  shall 
surely  be  put  to  death,  for  he  is  a  murderer ;  the  revenger  of  blood 
shall  slay  the  murderer  when  he  meeteth  him.     But  if  he  thrust 
him  suddenly  without  enmity,  or  have  cast  upon  him  any  thing 
without  laying  of  wait,  or  with  any  stone  wherewith  a  man  may 
die,  seeing  him  not,  and  was  not  his  enemy,  neither  sought  his 
harm ;  then  the  congregation  shall  j  udge  between  the  slayer  and 
the  revenger  of  blood  according  to  these  judgments,  and  the  con- 
gregation shall  deliver  the  slayer  out  of  the  hand  of  the  revenger 
of  blood,  and  the  congregation  shall  restore  him  to  the  city  of  his 
refuge  whither  he  was  fled ;  and  he  shall  abide  in  it  unto  the  death 
of  the  high  priest,  which  was  anointed  with  the  holy  oil.     But  if 
the  slayer  shall  at  any  time  come  without  the  borders  of  the  city 
of  his  refuge,  whither  he  was  fled,  and  the  revenger  of  blood  find 
him  without  the  borders  of  the  city  of  his  refuge,  and  the  revenger 
of  blood  kill  the  slayer,  he  shall  not  be  guilty  of  blood.     More- 
over, ye  shall  take  no  satisfaction  for  the  life  of  a  murderer,  which 
is  guilty  of  death;    but  he  shall  surely  be  put  to  death.     So  ye 
shall  not  pollute  the  land  wherein  ye  are ;  for  blood  defileth  the 
land ;  and  the  land  cannot  be  cleansed  of  the  blood  that  is  shed 
therein,  but  by  the  blood  of  him  that  shed  it."     It  is  impossible 
that  any  thing  can  be  more  decided  and  emphatic  than  this  execra-* 
tion  of  the  act  of  homicide,  under  that  theocracy  which  was  the 
model  of  civil  government  and  the  practical  declaration  of  God's 
moral  and  equal  government  of  the  world.     And  we  repeat,  that 
no  laws  of  custom,  no  pretexts  of  expediency,  no  motives  of  pride, 
no  maxims  of  honor,  can  abrogate  the  statutes  of  heaven,  or  nullify 
the  awful  denunciations  of  the  righteous  and  faithful  God  against 
the  wilful  violator  of  his  law.  Woe  to  the  man  that  striveth  with  his 
Maker ;  and  for  the  friendship  of  the  world  indulges  enmity  with 
God. 

Lastly, — Duelling  is  a  violation  of  every  principle  and  predept  of 
Christianity. — Christianity ! — abused,  perverted  word !    With  how 
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much  justice  have  the  heathen  laughed  at,  and  despised  thy  pro- 
fessed sons.     Men  and  brethren,  we  are  a  Christian  nation.  We  all 
avow  the  character,  and  claim  the  name.    We  are  pledged  to  God, 
to  Christ,  to  angels  and  our  kind, — and  this  by  hope  of  heaven,  by 
dread  of  hell,  to  maintain  the  principles  and  exemplify  the  virtues 
of  Christians.     What  are  they  ?     "  If  any  man  be  in  Christ  Jesus, 
he  is  a  new  creature ;"  and  though  some  should  say,  this  is  too  far- 
strained  a  definition  of  Christianity,  because  it  is  not  their  Chris- 
tianity, it  is  the  first  of  all  doctrines  in  the  religion  of  Christ.    If 
known  not  it  should  be  known,  and  because  it  should  be  known, 
we  assume  its  reality,  we  look  for  its  concomitant  virtues,  we  assert 
its  indispensible  claims.     "  Born  again  from  above,"  "  made  par- 
takers of  the  Divine  nature,"  and  "  renewed  in  knowledge  after  the 
image  of  him  that  created  us,"  are  declarations  of  infallible  and 
eternal  truth  in  reference  to  every  Christian,  which  imply  that 
"  if  a  man  have  not  the  spirit  of  Christ  he  is  none  of  his."    Let  the 
advocates  and  the  agents  of  the  duel,  if  they  will,  boldly  fling  off 
the  name    and  abjure  the  principles  of  Christ ;  let  them  array 
themselves  with  infidels,  with  scoffers  at  God,  with  despisers  of 
eternity,  with  those  who  say  there  is  no  resurrection,  no  responsi- 
bility, no  retribution;  but  let  them  not  profess  to  know  and  to 
believe  that  which  they  practically  deny.     What  concord  hath 
light  with  darkness  ?     What  fellowship  hath  Christ  with  Belial  ? 

Can  a  duellist  be  a  Christian? — "  Learn  of  me,  for  I  am  meek 
and  lowly  in  heart." 

Can  a  duellist  be  a  Christian  ? — Inquire  of  him  who  teaches  to 
"  endure  with  all  long  suffering" 

Can  a  duellist  be  a  Christian  ? — It  is  written,  "  If  ye  forgive  not 
every  one  his  brother  his  trespasses,  neither  will  your  Father,, 
who  is  in  heaven,  forgive  you  your  trespasses." 

Can  a  duellist  be  a  Christian? — "Be  angry  and  sin  not;  let  not 
the  sun  go  down  upon  your  zvrath." 

Can  a  duellist  be  a  Christian  ? — "  He  that  hateth  his  brother  is 
a  murderer;  and  no  murderer  hath  eternal  life  abiding  in  him.j 
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Can  a  duellist  be  a  Christian  ? — "  Be  not  overcome  of  evil,  but 
overcome  evil  with  good" 

Can  a  duellist  be  a  Christian  ? — "  By  this  shall  all  men  know 
that  ye  are  my  disciples,  if  ye  love  one  another." 

Where  there  is  anger,  wrath,  malice,  strife,  blood,  there  is  not 
Christ.  A  DUELLIST  CANNOT  BE  A  CHRISTIAN !  !— 
He  is  of  that  wicked  one  who  slew  his  brother.(5) 

III.  Illustrate  the  Consequences  of  the  Duel.  Here, 
a  prospect  opens  to  our  view,  which,  did  the  limits  of  one  discourse 
permit,  it  were  hardly  in  the  compass  of  our  talent  to  embody 
with  sufficient  strength.  Among  the  many  sad  consequences  of 
the  duel,  we  shall  observe, 

1.  It  breaks  asunder  the  dearest  ties  of  life. — Sometimes  by  the 
death  of  a  valued  relative1;  generally  by  the  alienation  of  former 
friends.  O  could  we  array  before  you  the  multitudes  of  desolate 
and  distracted  beings,— the  orphans,  widows,  matrons,  whose 
fathers,  husbands,  children,  have  been  untimely  snatched  by  this 
insatiate  fiend; — could  we  aggregate  in  one  view  the  scenes  of  po- 
verty, or  combine  the  screams  and  groans  which  it  has  occasioned, 
what  a  world  of  wretchedness  would  bear  its  testimony  against 
this  fell  destroyer.  Take  one  from  a  million  cases ;  comparatively 
trivial  in  its  weight  of  evil, — chosen  only  for  its  local  proximity  and 
its  recent  occurrence.  Why  closed  and  dark  the  casement  of  that 
mansion,  from  which,  erewhile,  with  smiling  countenance  and  cheer- 
ful step  the  mother  and  her  daughter  sallied  forth,  to  social  party, 
promenade,  or  play, — where  joyous  friends  a  joyful  welcome  found, 
— within  whose  walls  the  prudent  father  and  his  hopeful  sons  spake 
of  their  future  projects,  and  enjoyed  their  kindred  bliss?  Sorrow 
is  there !  The  thoughtful  father  ponders  a  tale  of  unsuspected 
horror.  The  mother's  heart  sickens  with  grief;  disease  lays  hold 
upon  her  frame;  and  now  she  lies  upon  her  couch,  "  refusing  to  be 
comforted,"  unwilling  to  be  healed.  Now  at  her  mother's  bed,  her 
father's  side,  the  daughter  sits  pensive;  and  now  in  restless  haste 
from  room  to  room  runs,  crying,   "  Where  is  he  ?— my  brother !-— 
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ihy  brother !  where  is  he?"  Ah!  daughter  of  sorrow  ! —house of 
woe! — let  honor  tell.  Last  night  insulted  honor  encountered 
coward  rage.  The  morning's  sun  scarce  dawned,  when  in  yon  field 
were  seen,  in  combat  attitude  with  instruments  of  death,  two  youth- 
ful champions,  urged  on  by  mistaken  friends.  A  flash  is  seen — 
a  shot  is  heard — one  falls, — he  cries  "  unfair,"  too  late — groans,  "my 
poor  motheiy—I  forgive," — lingers— -dies !  !  Damsel,  'tis  thy  bro- 
ther— the  hope  of  his  father,  his  mother's  pride.  Need  we  dwell 
upon  this  sad  illustration  of  the  consequences  of  the  duel  ?  or  do 
your  sympathies  with  that  house  of  mourning  lead  you  to  cry 
forbear?  Think  then,  O  think  of  the  thousands  of  instances  like 
this  which  execrate  the  Moloch  of  honor  over  theblood  of  their 
slain! 

2.  It  risks  the  temporal  happiness  of  the  parties  engaged. — There 
is  a  spirit  in  man,  and  the  inspiration  of  the  Almighty  hath  given 
him  an  understanding,  which,  however  its  suggestions  may  be  re- 
sisted and  its  admonitions  stifled,  will  now  and  then  assert  its  pre- 
rogative. When  the  duel  terminates  in  death,  there  is  no  pallia- 
tive, be  assured,  in  the  conscience  of  the  survivor.  Like  the  first 
murderer,  whether  he  become  a  wanderer  and  a  vagabond  upon 
the  face  of  the  earth,  or  in  the  convivial  hour  affect  to  laugh  off  the 
impression  of  his  mind,  the  sting  of  blood-guiltiness  will  rankle  at 
his  heart,  and  often  constrain  the  involuntary  exclamation,  "  My 
punishment  is  greater  than  I  can  bear !"  What  is  that  which  in  dead 
of  night,  when  deep  sleep  falleth  upon  man,  causeth  fear  and 
trembling  to  lay  hold  of  yonder  son  of  pleasure,  and  fills  his  soul 
with  horror  ?  It  is  the  victim  of  his  cruel  passion ;  whose  gorey 
image,  reflected  by  the  mirror  of  remembrance,  seems  to  start  forth 
embodied,  and  shriek  for  "  Vengeance"  upon  his  head.  He  rises 
and  fleeth,  though  none  pursues ;  and  turn  whithersoever  he  will, 
fearful  anticipation  reiterates  in  his  ear — "  I'll  meet  thee  there  I" 
The  way  of  transgressors  is  hard.(6) 

8.  It  exposes  the  souls  of  both  parties,  icith  an  aggravation  of  guilt, 
to  the  immediate  judgment  of  God. — Under  any  circumstances  it  is 
ft  fearful  thing  to  fall  into  the  hands  of  the  living  God.     To  rush 
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to  his  account,  with  all  his  imperfections  on  his  head,  is  not  the 
course  for  one  who  must  expect  for  ever  and  ior  ever  an  ecstacy  of 
woe.      Who  can  endure  devouring  fire  ?    who  shall  dwell  with 
everlasting  burnings  ?  Ah,  my  friend,  whose  unbelieving  heart  se- 
cretly spurns  the  doctrine  of  a  judgment  to  come,  and  counts  the  ter- 
rors of  the  Lord  only  as  bugbears  to  frighten  the  timid  and  to  check 
the  bold;  we  speak  no  fable  when  we  proclaim,  that  "God  hath 
appointed  a  day  in  which  he  will  judge  the  world  in  righteousness 
by  that  man  whom  he  hath  ordained ;  and  whereof  he  hath  given 
assurance  unto  all  men,  in  that  he  hath  raised  him  from  the  dead." 
At  that  solemn  day,  "every  action  shall  be  brought  into  judgment, 
with  every  secret  thing."     What  a  doom  will  then  be  his  who  in 
the  hardness  of  his  impenitent  heart,  has  seemed  to  think  his  ordi- 
nary guilt  too  small,  to  rouse  the  holy  vengeance  of  heaven's  king ; 
whose  hand,  dyed  in  a  brother's  blood,  has  spoiled  the  noblest 
work  of  his  Creator ;  and  hurled  defiance  at  God's  strongest  law. 
Nor  is  this  all.     If  crime  is  magnified  by  circumstances,  surely 
his  is  aggravated  in  the  sight  of  heaven,  who  has  set  at  nought  the 
various  opportunities  and  means  that  called  him  to  refrain.     The 
voice  of  reason, — the  bonds  of  kindred, — the  instincts  of  life, — the 
nation's  law, — theWoRD  of  God, — all  these,  with  time  for  reflection 
— the  arrangement  of  his  goods,(7) — preparation  for  the  deed, — have 
fixed  a  stain  upon  his  conscience,  black  as  the  fiends  condemned. 
O  whither  can  such  a  man  turn  for  safety,  or  for  succour?    Hell 
moves  to  meet  him  at  his  coming;  and  the  blackness  of  darkness 
for  ever  yawnss  before  him !  Where  can  he  find  refuge  ?  O  where  ? 
— We  pause  for  a  moment.     And  now  we  shall, 

IV.  Prescribe  some  Means  for  the  Abolition  of  Duel- 
ling.— It  were  preposterous  to  expect,  that  any  thing  of  human 
invention,  directed  against  an  evil  that  has  obtained  such  fast 
hold  of  public  prejudice  as  the  practice  of  Duelling,  should  be  at 
once  effective;  much  more  so,  that  anything  from  the  humble 
source  of  this  address,  should  immediately  tell  upon  the  mass  of 
society.  All  reformations,  however,  must  have  a  beginning/and 
proceed  by  degrees ;  and  all  revolutions  in  the  moral  habits  of 
nations,  commencing  with  a  point,  must  diverge  by  association 
through  the  great  body   of  the   people.     The  efficacy  of  every 
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scheme  of  philanthropy  depends  more  upon  the  preparation  of 
the  world  for  its  introduction,  than  upon  the  genius  or  the  impor- 
tance of  the  individual  who  originates  it.  The  almost  supernatu- 
ral excitement  of  our  metropolis  by  the  fatal  duel  of  the  last  week, 
appears  to  be  a  call  in  Providence  for  the  exercise  of  a  bold  and 
vigorous  effort,  to  put  down  a  custom  which  is  a  defect  in  our  na- 
tional policy  and  a  blot  upon  our  national  character.  The  spark 
of  benevolence  has  been  elicited  from  a  worthy  friend  of  your 
preacher,  and  already  conveyed  to  some  individuals.  The  nucleus 
of  a  society,  to  promote  by  legitimate  and  practicable  means,  the 
total  suppression  of  duelling,  has  been  secretly  formed. (8)  With  the 
blessing  of  God,  it  will  go  on,  till  its  members  are  innumerable  and 
its  influence  is  general.  I  shall  fill  up  this  section  of  the  discourse 
by  now  begging  your  co-operation  for  the  grand  object  which  is 
proposed,  and  offering  a  few  specific  suggestions  in  reference  to  it. 

It  is  an  anxiom  that  can  never  fail,  that  the  principles  of  Chris- 
tianity— the  common  doctrines  of  the  gospel — must  form  the  basis 
of  every  institution  and  of  every  plan  which  it  is  intended  shall  be 
general  and  permanent.  Whatever  measures  may  be  deemed  ex- 
pedient to  fix  the  attention  and  secure  the  coalition  of  them  who 
are  as  yet  uninfluenced  by  religious  motives ;  those  measures  must 
rest  upon,  and  be  compatible  with,  the  oracles  of  God.  This  prin- 
ciple, simply  regarded,  must  succeed;  this  departed  from,  and 
every  thing  fails. 

Let  it  be  the  business  of  those  who  would  suppress  the  abomp 
nation  of  the  duel,  to  promote  more  generally  the  religious  education 
of  youth,  and  to  assert  more  constantly  the  irrefragable  claims  of  God. 
— It  is  incontrovertible  that  the  practice  of  the  duel  only  exists 
amongst  irreligious  men ;  and  that  it  prevails  most  with  those  who 
are  men  of  voluptuous  and  intemperate  habits.  Infidels,  gamesters, 
drunkards,  theatricians,  and  intriguants, — persons  of  licentious  man- 
ners, violent  passions,  and  morbid  consciences,  are  the  common 
heroes  in  those  combats  which  outrage  heaven  and  earth.  Effec- 
tually to  suppress  the  evil,  it  must  be  attacked  at  the  root ;  and 
whilst  by  other  means  we  endeavour  to  keep  down  and  to  cleanse 
from  the  surface  of  society  the  running  sore,  we  must  probe  the 
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disease  to  its  quick— the  depravity  of  nature,— and  apply  the  cor- 
rective of  divine  and  holy  truth.  In  the  education  of  our  superior 
youth  the  Bible  must  occupy  a  more  prominent  place.  In  the 
maxims  of  social  life  the  claims  of  the  Almighty  and  the  precepts 
of  the  Redeemer  must  be  more  constantly  urged,  The  tone  of 
public  sentiment  by  these  means  modulated,  and  the  customs  of 
society  thus  refined,  the  proximate  causes  of  that  disastrous  malady 
under  which  the  nation  groans  will  be  removed ;  and  a  sound  and 
healthy  system  be  preserved,  by  the  influence  of  righteousness, 
and  temperance,  and  judgment  to  come. 

With  the  inculcation  of  truth,  parents  must  exercise  the  disci- 
pline of  restraint  upon  the  passions  and  desires  of  their  children ; 
that  the  lusts  of  pleasure,  ambition,  and  false  taste,  may  not  lead 
to  erroneous  ideas  of  virtue,  honor,  and  good  breeding.  The  ball- 
room, with  its  meritricious  attractions, — the  play-house,  with  its 
lascivious  exhibitions, — the  billiard-table,  backgammon  and  the  turf, 
with  their  seductive  recreations,  must  be  peremptorily  forbidden; 
and  thus  be  limited  the  temptations  to  envy,  jealousy,  covetousness 
and  rage.  Then  shall  we  see  a  speedy  termination  to  that  reign 
of  terror  which  the  Moloch  of  "  Honor"  has  too  long  maintained. 

Again, — Let  the  practise  of  Duelling  be  made  the  subject  of  social 
outlawry.  Speak  of  it  with  disgust.  Turn  from  its  advocates  with 
contempt.  Shut  out  its  agents  from  your  houses,  and  "  have  no 
fellowship  with  the  unfruitful  works  of  darkness,  but  rather  reprove 
them."  It  is  a  fact  deserving  of  particular  remark,  that  the  consent 
of  polite  society  has  almost  driven  from  our  houses  the  once  fashion- 
able vices  of  drunkenness  and  the  oath ;  and  they  only  are  found 
to  indulge  in  these  who  are  content  to  rank  with  blackguards  and 
with  brutes.  Why  not,  in  like  manner,  by  combination,  proscribe 
the  duel?  Let  matrons  conspire  against  it:  and  with  purpose 
firm  as  holy  vow,  exclude  from  dcjeune,  from  drawing-room  and 
dinner,  the  Duellist  and  his  "  friend ;"  and  not  only  will  they  con- 
tribute to  the  harmony  of  society  in  general,  but  raise  a  barrier 
against  the  invasion  of  that  specious,  shameless,  sanguinary  tribe, 
who  would  glory  in  the  pollution  of  their  daughters  and  the  death- 
wound  of  their  sons. 
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Lastly,  we  might  observe,  the  enactment  of  more  efficient  pejiat 
statutes  against  duelling  would  hasten  its  abolition.  This  can 
be  effected  only  by  the  voice  of  the  nation,  in  reiterated  depreca- 
tion to  the  senate,  the  government  and  the  king.  One  object  of 
the  association  named  will  be  to  excite  and  to  draw  forth  the 
public  opinion  in  this  way ;  and  to  it  we  shall  now  leave  the  mea- 
sure which  has  thus  been  suggested. 

In  the  Conclusion  of  this  discourse,  already  perhaps  too  long, 
it  remains  only  to  make  a  personal  and  practical  improvement. 
To  the  unfortunate  man,  the  principal  in  that  deed  which  has 
induced  this  sermon,  and  to  those,  the  secondaries  in  his  guilt, 
whose  misdirected  friendship  has  cast  a  stain  upon  their  consciences 
and  a  stigma  upon  their  names,  we  speak  in  kindest  faithfulness. 

Young  men,  your  state  is  awful, — your  prospect  drear.  The 
difficulty  in  which,  as  men  of  arms,  you  were  placed  on  the  occa- 
sion, we  right  well  know.  This,  however,  alleviates  not  the  respon- 
sibility which  one  day,  and  perhaps  soon,  you  must  discharge  to  your 
righteous  Judge. 

Oh!  your  offence  is  rank  !  it  smells  to  heaven  ! 

How  then  can  you  appear  before  God  ?  Think,  O  think,  ere 
you  are  swallowed  by  his  vengeance,  and  groan  for  ever  beneath 
the  torture  of  your  soul. 

Blood  has  a  voice  to  pierce  the  skies  ; — 
Revenge !  the  blood  of  Abel  cries ; 
But  the  dear  stream  when  Christ  was  slain, 
Speaks  peace  as  loud  from  every  vein. 

Here  is  the  fountain  for  sin  and  for  uncleanness.  Though  your 
hand  is  stained  with  blood,  and  your  conscience  stung  with  guilt,  it 
is  a  faithful  saying,  that  the  atoning  blood  of  Jesus  can  cleanse  you 
from  your  crime,  and  the  assurance  of  his  favor  relieve  you  of  your 
pain.  Repentance  is  his  to  give ; — faith  he  only  can  bestow; — his 
promise  is  your  encouragement  to  ask  the  boon  which  you  require. 
Cry  aloud  for  his  grace, — plead  the  virtue  of  his  sacrifice, — believe 
in  his  word ;  and  he  will  take  away  all  your  iniquity,  and  give 
you  life  for  evermore. 
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Men  and  brethren,— we  are  all  guilty  before  God.  Though  the 
sovereignty  of  Providence  may  have  spared  us  the  temptations  to 
which  others  are  exposed,  or  by  grace'we  may  have  received  the  bless- 
ings of  God's  redeemed  and  regenerated  children, — we  have  need  of 
deep  humiliation,  for  the  ingratitude  and  worldliness  of  our  hearts. 
Let  us  arise,  and  call  upon  our  God.  Let  us  apply  again  and 
again  to  the  blood  of  the  cross ;  and  whilst  we  thank  him  who  has 
made  us  to  differ,  may  we  give  diligence  to  be  found  of  him  in 
peace. 


APPENDIX, 


M)TES, 

<l)As  far  as  we  are  able  to  gather  from  the  records  of  antiquity,  it 
does  not  appear  that  the  duel  combat  was  sanctioned  among  the 
Greek  and  Roman  states,  in  the  time  of  their  glory.  The  fable  of 
Hercules  and  Achelous  would  intimate,  that  in  the  early  or  "heroic" 
ages  of  Greece,  from  1300  to  900  years  before  the  christian  era, 
that  spirit  of  revenge  which  Bacon  calls  "  a  kind  of  wild  justice," 
did  sometimes  lead  to  conflicts  like  our  honourable  meetings. 
From  the  dispensation  ofLycurgus  those  gradually  gave  way  to  the 
common  justice  of  independent  tribunals,  and  to  the  ethics  of  the 
successive  schools  of  philosophy  from  Solon  to  Cicero.  The  northern 
nations  took  up  the  exploded  practice  of  the  old  Greeks  and  Romans, 
in  the  "wager  of  battle;"  and  appeals  to  heaven  were  thus  made 
before  tribunals  of  chivalry,  in  cases  upon  which  evidence  was  in- 
conclusive. It  is  remarkable,  that  the  common  law  of  England 
recognized  this  mode  of  appeal  so  recently  as  the  year  1819,  when 
it  was  abolished  by  statute.  The  following  apothegms  and  pre- 
cepts from  some  of  the  Greek  and  Roman  sages,  will  give  the 
general  views  of  the  enlightened  heathen  upon  virtue  and  courage, 
and  show  that  forbearance  and  forgiveness  have  been  considered, 
by  wise  men  of  all  ages,  as  true  magnanimity  and  honor : — 

"In  every  thing  you  do  consider  the  end." — Solon,  6th  cent.  B.  C. 

"It  is  difficult  to  bear  an  injury  with  patience." — Chilo,  6th  cent. 
B.C. 
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''•  Do  not  that  to  your  neighbour  which  you  would  take  ill  from 
him  " — Pittacus,  5th  cent.  B.  C. 

"The  greatest  evil  is,  not  to  be  able  to  endure  injury."— Bias, 
5th  cent.  B.  C. 

"Be  kind  to  your  friends,  that  they  may  continue  such;  and  to 
your  enemies,  that  they  may  become  your  friends." — Cleobulus, 
5th  cent.  B.  C. 

"Trust  in  virtue  and  not  in  violence." — Periander,  5th  cent, 
B.C. 

"  Stop  the  mouth  of  slander  by  prudence." — Thales,  5th  cent. 
B.C. 

"  We  ought  to  love'all  men,  even  our  enemies." — Socrates,  5th 
cent.  B  C. 

"  Passion  must  be  subdued  by  reason." — "  Honor  is  to  search  for 
and  follow  what  is  best,  and  to  contrive  how  the  worst  things  may 
be  turned  into  good." — Plato,  4th  cent.  B.  C. 

"The  first  virtue  is  fortitude, which  is  the  mean  between  timidity 
and  rashness." — Aristotle,  4th  cent.  B.  C. 

"Would  you  be  revenged  on  your  enemy, — be  virtuous," — Dio- 
genes, 4th  cent.  B.  C. 

"  He  who  subdues  his  passion  is  more  heroic  than  he  who  con- 
quers an  enemy." — Democritus,  3rd  cent.  B.  C. 

"A  wise  man  will  receive  an  injury  with  calmness,  and  treat  the 
injurer  with  lenity." — Epicurus,  2nd  cent.  B.  C. 

"Do  nothing  that  will  give  you  pain  to  remember." — Zeno,  2nd 
cent.  B.  C. 

"There  is  no  honor  without  benevolence." — Cicero,  1st  cent. 
B.C. 

"  The  best  revenge  upon  an  enemy  is  not  to  be  like  him."— Marc 
Aur.  Anton.  A.  D.  161. 

When  Aristippus  and  JEschines  had  quarrelled  with  great  ve- 
hemence, the  former  said,  "  I,  as  senior,  now  claim  the  precedency 
in  reconciliation." — See  Gillies  Hist,  and  Potter s  Antiq.  Greece. 

Sayings  such  as  these  might  be  adduced  in  multidudes,  to  cover 
with  reproach  and  shame  the  present  maxims  and  manners  of  the 
fashionable  circles  of  our  Christian  country.  Bishop  Hall  has  a 
remark  on  the  antiquity  of  duelling,  as  follows : — "  The  first  chal- 
lenge of  a  duel  that  ever  we  find,  came  out  of  the  mouth  of  an  un- 
circumcised  Philistine;  yet  was  that  in  open  war,  and  tended  to 
the  saving  of  many  lives,  by  adventuring  one  or  two;  and  whoso- 
ever imitateth  him  in  challenge  to  private  duels,  partaketh  of  his 
uncircumcision.  We  cannot  challenge  men  and  not  challenge  God '. 
— Book  xiii.    Cont.  4. 

(2)The  hardships  to  which  military  men  are  exposed,  by  the  laws 
in  reference  to  duelling,  are  undoubtedly  very  great.  The  isoteri- 
cal  maxims  of  their  profession,  which  compel  obedience  to  the 
claims  of  miscalled  honor,  are  in  direct  violation  of  the  double 
obligations  of  citizen  and  soldier.     The  law  of  the  state  inculpates 
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even  a.  provocation  to  break  the  peace ;  and  the  articles  of  war  sub- 
ject to  a  court-martial,  for  either  sending  or  accepting  a  challenge 
to  fight  a  duel. 

(3)The  statute  law  upon  this  subject  is, — A.  and  B.  as  principal 
and  second,  go  out  to  fight  a  duel  with  C.  and  D.  as  principal  and 
second.  If  A.  kills  C.  the  law  considers  A.  a  principal  of  the  first 
degree,  and  B.  his  friend,  as  a  principal  of  the  second  degree;  and 
D.  the  friend  of  the  deceased,  as  guilty  of  a  misdemeanour,  for  being 
present  aiding  and  abetting.  It  is  a  very  important  fact,  that  the 
reason  why  there  are  comparatively  few  cases  of  condign  punish- 
ment for  duelling  is,  that  formerly  the  duel  was  so  arranged  by 
the  combatants  as  to  be  entirely  private,  and  to  have  the  appear- 
ance of  an  accidental  rencontre.  The  refinement  of  the  system, 
however,  now  renders  the  chances  of  legal  acquittal  entirely  contin- 
gent upon  the  character  of  the  jury.  Let  bulleys  and  their  dupes 
beware. 

(4)Mr.  Gilchrist  mentions  172  combats,  in  which  63  individuals 
were  killed,  and  96  wounded.  In  three  cases  both  combatants  were 
slain;  and  18  of  the  survivors  received  the  sentence  of  the  laws 
which  they  had  transgressed. — From  "Reflections  on  Duelling? 

(5)The  reply  of  Colonel  Gardiner  to  one  who  rallied  him  on  his 
refusal  to  fight  a  duel  is  worthy  of  a  Christian.  It  is  thus  para- 
phrased by  Doddridge : 

My  country  claims  my  service,  but  no  law 
Bids  me  in  folly's  cause  my  sword  to  draw  ; 
I  fear  not  man  nor  devil,  but,  tho'  odd, 
I'm  not  ashamed  to  own  I  fear  my  God. 

It  is  related  of  Colonel  Blackader,  when  a  lieutenant,  that  having 
had  a  verbal  dispute  with  a  Captain  S.  after  dinner,  the  latter 
took  offence  at  a  supposed  impeachment  of  his  veracity.  Meeting 
with  Blackader  some  time  afterwards,  he  reminded  him  of  the 
alleged  insult,  and  insisted  upon  having  immediate  satisfaction. 
His  friend,  astonished  and  unconscious  of  giving  offence,  asserted 
his  innocence,  as  he  could  recollect  of  nothing  he  had  said  that 
could  have  the  least  tendency  to  asperse  or  injure  his  character. 
In  vain  did  he  assure  him,  that  if  he  had  given  him  just  provoca- 
tion, he  was  ready  to  make  any  proper  apology,  or  any  concession 
or  reparation  he  had  a  right  to  demand.  In  a  paroxysm  of  rage, 
and  incapable  of  listening  to  reason,  Captain  S.  drew  his  sword, 
and  rushed  on  Lieutenant  Blackader,  who,  for  some  time,  kept  re- 
treating and  expostulating;  willing  to  terminate  the  dispute  in 
some  more  amicable  way.  At  length,  finding  all  remonstrance  in- 
effectual, and  his  life  in  danger,  he  was  obliged  in  self-defence,  to 
close  with  his  antagonist.  An  unfortunate  thrust  soon  laid  the  Cap- 
tain lifeless  at  his  feet.    The  consequences  of  this  rash  misadven- 
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tiire  might  have  proved  fatal  to  himself,  but  fortunately  the  whole 
contest  was  seen  from  the  ramparts  of  the  town,  by  several  soldiers 
who  bore  witness  to  the  necessity  under  which  he  was  laid  to  defend 
his  life.  The  matter  was  speedily  adjusted;  and  after  a  regimental 
trial,  the  Lieutenant  was  honorably  aquitted.  The  event,  however, 
was  too  solemn,  and  made  too  deep  an  impression  on  his  mind 
ever  to  be  forgotten.  In  his  diary  he  writes,  twelve  years  afterwards, 
"  We  came  to  Maestricht  in  the  evening.  At  night  I  went  alone 
to  visit  that  spot  of  ground,  as  near  as  I  could  find  it,  where  twelve 
years  ago,  I  committed  that  unhappy  action.  There  I  fell  down 
on  my  knees,  and  prayed  as  I  had  done  several  times  throughout 
the  day,  that  God  would  deliver  me  from  blood-guiltiness ;  that 
the  blood  of  the  Lamb  might  purify  the  stain,  and  wash  away  the 
crimson  dye  of  that  poor  man's  blood.  I  hope  the  Lord  heard  my 
prayer,  and  cleansed  my  heart  as  well  as  my  hands  from  that 
pollution."  He  is  said  upon  another  occasion  to  have  received 
a  challenge, which  he  refused  to  accept ;  as  he  did  not  see  cause  to 
justify  so  desperate  a  recource.  His  adversary,  in  consequence  of 
this  refusal,  threatened  to  post  him  as  a  coward,  to  which  he  re- 
plied coolly,  "  that  he  was  not  afraid  of  his  reputation  being  im- 
paired, even  if  the  threat  were  carried  into  execution."  It  happened 
at  this  time,  that  an  attempt  was  determined  on  against  the  enemy, 
of  a  kind  so  desperate,  that  the  Duke  of  Marlborough  hesitated  to 
what  officer  he  should  assign  the  command,  and  had  resolved  to 
decide  the  matter  by  throwing  the  dice.  Captain  Blackader  went 
immediately  to  him,  and  offered  to  undertake  the  duty.  His  offer 
was  accepted;  and  by  the  providence  of  God,  he  came  off  with 
great  loss  of  men,  but  without  any  personal  injury;  and  with  the 
complete  establishment  of  his  character,  not  only  as  a  brave  man, 
and  an  able  officer,  but  also  with  general  estimation  as  a  consistent 
Christian. — Life  and  Diary  of  Lieut.  Col.  Blackader,  pp.  188-190. 

(6)The  following  paragraph,  from  a  daily  paper  of  the  last  week, 
will  serve  to  illustrate  the  temporal  consequences  of  an  idolatrous 
regard  to  public  opinion;  and  will  at  once  prove  the  folly,  and 
suggest  a  plan  for  the  total  suppression,  of  the  duel : — 

On  Friday  night,  about  half-past  ten  o'clock,  Lieutenant 
Lambrecht,  who  was  recently  tried  and  acquitted  at  the  Kingston 
Assizes,  for  having  killed  Mr.  Oliver  Clayton,  in  a  duel  at  Bat- 
tersea-fields,  went  to  the  police  station  of  letter  M.  division  in  the 
Southwark-bridge  road,  and  described  that  he  was  completely 
destitute,  having  no  home  of  any  kind,  and  without  the  means  of 
procuring  the  common  necessaries  of  life.  He  stated  that,  since 
his  acquittal,  all  his  former  friends  had  turned  their  backs  upon 
him ;  and  that  he  had  been  compelled  to  wander  about  the  town 
day  and  night,  not  knowing  whither  to  go,  or  what  to  do.  He  then 
inplored  the  inspector  to  let  him  lie  down  and  rest  himself,  ad- 
ding, that  he  was  so  exhausted  that  even  the  accommodation  he 
sought,  would  be  an  indulgence  for  which  he  should  be  most 
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grateful.  The  unfortunate  gentleman  was  an  object  of  great  com- 
miseration; his  dress  bespoke  the  poverty  with  which  he  had  con- 
tended;  and  not  having  been  shaved  for  several  days,  his  whole 
appearance  was  wretched  in  the  extreme.  The  inspector  allowed 
Mr.  Lambrecht  to  remain  in  the  station  until  he  had  rested  him- 
self, and  then  furnished  him  with  the  means  of  procuring  a  bed. — 
Saunders  News  Letter,  April  15,  1830. 

C7)It  is  an  instructive  conversation  which  a  writer  in  the  Tatler 
supposes  to  take  place  between  the  spirit  of  Socrates  and  that  of  a 
person  entering  the  invisible  world  by  a  death- wound  in  a  duel : — 
"Had  you  an  estate  in  the  lower  world?"  "Yes  sir:  I  have  left 
it  in  good  condition,  and  made  my  will  the  night  before  this  occa- 
sion." "Did  you  read  it  before  you  signed  it?"  "Yes  sure,  sir." 
"What!  could  a  man  that  would  not  give  his  estate  without  read- 
ing the  instrument,  dispose  of  his  life  without  asking  a  question  ?" — 
Tatler  No.  29. 

^Since  the  discourse  was  put  to  press,  the  Association  for  the 
suppression  of  Duelling  has  assumed  something  like  an  organized 
character,  in  the  appointment  of  provisional  officers,  and  the  digest 
of  its  plans.  When  other  preliminary  arrangements  are  made, 
which  it  is  expected  will  require  only  a  few  days,  the  public  will  be 
called  together  to  adopt  measures  for  the  furtherance  of  the  holy 
and  philanthrophic  objects  of  the  Association. 


An  American  writer  observes: — "In  duelling  each  constitutes 
himself  judge  in  his  own  case,  at  a  time  when  pride  or  passion 
hides  both  truth  and  justice  from  their  minds.  The  laws  of  God 
and  man  being  set  aside,  the  important  question  of  right  or  wrong 
— of  character  and  reputation,  is  left  to  the  decision  of  the  best 
marksman.  That  duellists,  who,  nine  times  in  ten,  can  strike  a 
dollar,  should  at  the  same  distance,  either  miss  their  antagonist 
altogether,  or  that  part  of  them  at  which  they  levelled,  must  be  re- 
ferred to  want  of  self-possession.  Conscious  that  they  are  doing 
wrong,  their  hands  tremble,  and  carry  the  bullets  aside  from  their 
aim ;  otherwise,  the  death  of  both  parties  would  be  much  more 
common  than  it  is.  The  folly  of  duelling  is  equal  to  its  guilt ;  it 
decides  nothing — it  neither  proves  the  courage,  the  justice,  nor  the 
innocence  of  the  parties. — The  greatest  cowards  may  be  urged  to 
fight  duels,  and  the  bravest  men  may,  from  a  sense  of  duty  to  God 
and  man,  and  from  a  conviction  of  their  absurdity,  refuse  that 
Gothic  mode  of  settling  disputes.  They  occasionally  rid  the  world 
of  a  fool,  a  madman,  a  gambler,  a  bully,  or  a  blackguard ;  but 
sometimes  deprive  society  of  a  worthy  man,  who,  though  possessed 
of  many  virtues,  has  not  courage  enough  to  follow  his  own  con- 
victions of  duty ;  and  who  is  so  afraid  of  the  imputation  of  cow- 
ardice, that  he  acts  the  part  of  a  coward ;  for,  induced  by  the  fear 
of  censure,  or  ridicule  of  a  misjudging  world,  he  deliberately  does 
what  his  conscience  condemns, — Ramsay's  Hist,  South  Carolina, 
vol.  ii.  p.  388, 
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DUELLING  AND  CHRISTIANITY. 


True  valour  fears  not  folly's  scorn  or  frown, 

But  with  contempt  on  Honor's  laws  looks  down  — 

Honor,  scTfalsely  called,  by  demons  made, 

To  sanction  murder,  and  mankind  degrade. 

Why  call  those  Christians  ?     Why  these  Christian  lands, 

Where,  still  uninfluenc'd  by  Divine  commands, 

Revenge  and  hatred  urge  incessant  strife, 

And  lift  man's  hand  against  his  fellow's  life  ? 

Say,  are  they  born  of  God  with  the  new  birth, 
Whose  hands  with  human  gore  distain  the  earth  ? — 
Whose  souls,  regardless  of  the  Almighty's  wrath ! 
Like  Cain's  run  riot  in  the  murderer's  path-— 
And,  for  blood  thirsting  with  insatiate  ire, 
Forget  the  murderer's  doom — eternal  fire ! 

What  marks  the  follower  of  the  patient  Lamb— 
The  incarnate  glory  of  the  great  I  AM? 
Who  walk'd,  from  no  indignity  exempt, 
The  sport  alike  of  calumny,  contempt, 
And  grossest  insults  demons  could  devise, 
All  unavenged  !  the  example  of  the  wise. — 
In  the  blood-thirsting,  self-avenging  breast 
Of  customs  basest  slave,  (whose  fears  attest, 
That  rankest  cowardice  which  can  control 
The  body's  actions,  or  debase  the  soul;) 
The  dread  to  encounter  folly's  jeer  or  slight, 
Makes  it  eschew  what  reason  owns  is  right. 

The  fell  assassin,  who  his  demon  trade — ■ 
Lest  his  compeers  pronounce  him  renegade — 
Dares  not  renounce  ;  with  stronger,  fairer  plea 
Can  justify  his  course  of  infamy, — 
Yea,  the  demoniac  dark  assassin  dire, 
Who  bloods  his  blade  in  human  hearts  for  hire  ? 
Than  can  the  Duellist,  who — shame  of  shames  ! — 
Destruction  at  his  fellow  Christian  aims, 
And,  in  despite  laws  human  and  divine, 
His  victim  immolates  at  Honor's  shrine. 

Christian  I — oh  no  !  'twere  blackening  blasphemy 
To  make  the  murderer's  creed  with  Christ's  agree  ! 
Nor  let  such  dreams,  oh  fool,  deceive  thy  heart, — 
The  murderer  in  Messiah  hath  no  part. 
True,  Jesus'  blood,  blood-guiltiness  can  cleanse, 
And  make  the  murder'd  and  his  murderer  friends; 
Nay,  friends  to  God,  who  makes  men's  souls  embrace, 
By  the  all-conquering  power  of  sovereign  grace, 
Salvation's  boon,  vicarious  righteousness, 
And  all  with  which  that  grace  vouchsafes  to  bless 
The  ransom'd  trophies  of  redeeming  love, 
Co-heirs  of  glory  consummate  above. 
But  they  assume  the  character  in  vain, 
Of  followers  of  Emanuel,  who  maintain 
That  foul  perversion  of  Christianity ; 
Whose  principles  demoniac  leave  them  free, 
With  their  chafed  spirits  thirsting  for  revenge, 
To  right  themselves,  and  their  own  wrongs  avenge ; 
Regardless  of  His  truth  whose  precepts  say, — 
"  Vengeance  is  mine ! — I,  God  the  Lord,  repay  !" 
Yes  He'll  avenge  His  outraged  laws  divine, 
On  all  who  bow  at  honor's  blood-stain'd  shrine, 
Where  folly's  phantom-idol,  raised  on  high, 
Tempts  mortal  man,  presumptuous  !  to  defy 
The  Almighty  and  Eternal !  Whose  just  ire, 
Shall  plunge  his  harden'd  foes  in  hell's  tempestuous  fire  !  I 


